
                   

God's purpose for missions 
    Where in Scripture do we find the purpose for our involvement in missions? 
 

To fulfill the Great commission of Christ 
Matthew 28:19-20 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 
Mark 16:15 
15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” 
 
Luke 24:46-49 
46He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
 
John 20-21 
21Again Jesus said, “"Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
 
Acts 1:8 
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 
Acts 26:16-18 
‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I 
have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and 
what I will show you. 17I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending 
you to them 18to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 



sanctified by faith in me.’ 
 
 
 
 

To share Christ’s heart for the world 
John 3:16 
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
Matthew 9:36-38 
36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.” 
 
Matthew 18:10-14 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
10 “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in 
heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13And if he finds it, 
I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off. 14In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones 
should be lost. 
 
 

To minister to the totality of human need 
Matthew 10:42 
42 “And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 
The Sheep and the Goats 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his 
right and the goats on his left. 

 
34“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35For I was hungry and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, 36I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

 
37“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? 38When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

 
40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me.’ 



 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

 
44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 

 
45"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
not do for me.' 

 
46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
 
Luke 16:19-31 
The Rich Man and Lazarus 
19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and longing to eat what fell 
from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

 
22"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 23In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and 
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.' 

 
25"But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to 
you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 

 
27"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have five 
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

 
29"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 

 
30" 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 

 
31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even 
if someone rises from the dead.' " 
 
 

To bring men and women, girls and boys,  

to a saving knowledge of God 
 
Romans 10:13-15 
13for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 



 
14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of 
those who bring good news!" 
 
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
19Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as 
possible. 20To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like 
one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21To 
those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law 
but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22To the weak I became weak, to 
win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 
23I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 
 
Jude 22-23 
22Be merciful to those who doubt; 23snatch others from the fire and save them; to others show 
mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh. 
 
 

To obey Christ by confessing him to the world 
Matthew 10:32-33 
32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in 
heaven. 33But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 
 
Matthew 25:41-46 
41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' 

 
44"They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing 
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' 

 
45"He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did 
not do for me.' 

 
46"Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
 
1 John 4:2-3 
2This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, 3but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in 
the world. 
 
 

To be a blessing to all peoples/nations 
Genesis 12:1-3 
1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and 
go to the land I will show you. 



 
2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing. 

 
3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will 
be blessed through you." 

 


